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399 March 4, 1904 

The disease was reported on February 12, and to that date there had 
been 20 cases, with 11 deaths. 

Relative to the danger to the Isthmus as a result of the commerce 
between Pacasmayo and Panama, two vessels a week is the number 
making such calls. An inquiry into the nature of the cargo taken on 
at Pacasmayo shows that it consists almost exclusively of rice and 
sugar, and is,, in my opinion, safe. Furthermore, on account of the 
poor harbor, the bay is generally rough and the cargo is taken from 
lighters at a distance from the wharves. I was unable to ascertain the 
number of passengers embarked at that port, but believe they are few. 

The inspector-general of public health for the Republic of Panama 
endeavored to have some uniform quarantine regulations promulgated 
by the board of health, and requested that the necessary quarantine 
measures be placed under his direction, but he failed in this and the 
board adopted the principle of passing upon each vessel after an exam- 
ination of the ship's papers at a session of the board of health con- 
vened for the purpose, the ship in the meantime being held in quaran- 
tine pending decision of the board. The inspector-general intends to 
make another attempt to have specific quarantine regulations promul- 
gated, the proper enforcement of which to be underliis direction. If 
the latter is accomplished, Asst. Surg. C. C. Pierce will act as an 
adviser in order that the proper measures may be enforced. 

There are practically no quarantine facilities for treating an infected 
vessel that may arrive at the port of Panama, such as exist having 
already been described in Assistant Surgeon Pierce's report on Panama. a 
I inspected the plant while there and found that the quarantine vessel 
would be ample for detaining a limited number of passengers, that a 
compartment could be utilized for disinfecting the clothing by means 
of formaldehyde gas, the local authorities already possessing an auto- 
clave, and that if it became necessary to disinfect for the purpose of 
killing rats it could be accomplished by the pot method of burning 
sulphur. I gave the proper suggestions to the inspector-general, and 
if it became necessary to perform disinfection I think it will be done 
according to the methods suggested by Assistant Surgeon Pierce. 

I was told by the agents of the vessels sailing from South American 
ports to Panama that on account of the uncertainty of the quarantine 
that would be imposed by the Panama authorities the port of Pacas- 
mayo would be omitted from the ports of call of the vessels until the 
plague had been eradicated from that vicinity. If so the problem is 
solved and no danger to Panama exists on account of plague in San 
Pedro. * * * 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report from Manila — Quarantinable diseases — Fumigation of vessels. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, January 22, as follows: 
The number of quarantinable diseases reported in Manila during the 
week ended January 16, 1904, is as follows: 
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«See Public Health Reports, February 19, 1904. 







